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December 4, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving!  Over the past several weeks, we’ve seen changes with regards to COVID-19 
protocols.  Probably the most significant change is the recent Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) adjustment to 
the length of close contact quarantines.  On December 3rd, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services adopted 
the CDC recommendation and now the length of a close contact quarantine is 10 days instead of 14 days.  I’ve included a 
letter from our local health department which provides additional information.   

Currently, our junior/senior high students are receiving remote instruction through December 8th.  Our plan is to return all 
junior and senior high students to face-to-face instruction on Wednesday, December 9th.  The decision to return to face-to-
face instruction is based upon our current COVID-19 numbers in these grade levels.  As of today, we do not have any staff 
positive with COVID-19 and one staff member quarantined for close contact.  We have three students quarantined for close 
contact, but they have not had exposure to any other students or staff as a result of their quarantine.  However, there is the 
chance that the current Emergency Order we are under will be extended or modified.  In this event, we will provide further 
communication with our parents regarding the impacts of those changes to our instructional plans. We anticipate an 
announcement from the Governor regarding the status of the Emergency Order early next week. 

2020 has certainly been unlike anything we’ve experienced. At times, the challenges have been significant, yet despite these 
barriers, there has been some pretty amazing success stories.   I wanted to share a few examples of just what it has taken to 
get us to today: 

• We’ve had a qualified bus driver, in between bus runs, substitute teach when we couldn’t find another teacher to 
cover a COVID-19 absence. 

• While remote teaching, we’ve had a teacher drive to a place in which their phone had strong enough cell-service so 
that they could teach remotely and successfully taught from inside a vehicle. 

• We’ve had one of our certified cooks arrive to work early so they could prep meals and then help drive a bus run in 
between serving breakfast and lunch. 

• We’ve had school board members and administrators covering classes. 
• We’ve asked our teachers to continue to find new and innovated ways to deliver remote instruction. 

I recognize that in isolation, these may not seem like much; however, these are just a few examples illustrating the day-to-
day sacrifices this team has gone through for one singular purpose.   We have an amazing team and are committed to 
continuing our efforts. 

Cordially, 

 

Jason Lockwood, Ed.S 
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